Putting Up a Bird House
Despite what it looks like out the window winter will end someday and birds will again return to the High Country.  And when they get here they’ll be looking for a place to live and raise their young.  So anytime about now is a great time to put out a bird house.  And even if it’s too early for birds to nest in your new bird house they might appreciate the protection it provides it on a cold winter night when the wind is howling.

Many birds are cavity nesters, using holes in trees whether they dug out the hole or someone else did.  Bird houses are basically imitation cavities and as much as you can get the house to imitate the real thing, the more readily they’ll be used and the more successful the birds will be with fledging their young.  

SIZE is important and you’ll find bird plans (see bottom of page) and bird houses in a variety of sizes.  If the hole or house is too large or too small it might be ignored, at least by some species you might want.  As you would expect the larger birds tend to use larger houses with larger holes than do smaller birds. 

CONSTRUCT the house out of sturdy materials. Provide ventilation so the box won’t get too hot and make sure there are drain holes to let out any water that might get inside.  

PLACE the house where the birds will feel safe and where food and water are available.  Predators will take advantage of bushes or other cover to wait for birds returning to the nest and so the house should not be placed too close to spots where predators can hide.  Bird feeders nearby (but not too near) and a bath will make the house even more attractive.
HABITAT where the house is placed will have an effect on what birds use it.  Some birds like open fields, some tolerate being close to your home, and others go for houses in the woods.  So do a little research and see what your target birds like and place the house there.  

POSITION the house several feet off the ground by hanging it from a tree branch, attaching it to the tree trunk or putting it on a pole.  Wherever you put it be sure that there is a predator guard to keep snakes, raccoons or other animals from the nest.  Facing the opening away from prevailing winds will keep out wind and cold and make the house more attractive to birds.
NESTING MATERIALS will be appreciated by birds as they build the nest in the house.  This will help the birds spend more time feeding.  Time that might otherwise be spent searching for nest materials.  Items left out can include dog or human hair, string/thread, feathers and grasses or twigs.  These can be hung in an onion bag or small wire cage, placed in a tree notch or laid on the ground where they won’t blow away.

CLEAN the house after it is used.  Part of the roof or one of the walls should be able to be opened so you can get inside and remove the old nest.  One problem with the decorative bird houses you’ll see at craft fairs is that they can’t be opened up and cleaned, making them useless after a year or two.
Bird house plans from the EPA are available at:

http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/greenacres/wildones/handbk/wo26bird.html
Wild Birds Forever bird plans are at: 
http://www.birdsforever.com/boxdim.html
